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DISOBEDIENCE & REBELLION 


Cunningly imputed by F. H. unto — 
CALVIN, removed ina Letter to 


the laid F. H. from 7. H. 
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Let no man put 4 Stumbling- "Block 3 in his bro- 
thers way, Rom. 14. 13. 


Sir, ns 
RR Gave my jadgment apon your late book 0: -— 
N (that I mean againſt Calvi) in ſuch man- 3 
1 1 2 ner among ſome Gentlemen, that they de-, 
ſired me to write ſomething in Anſwer to it, 33 
E which if there happen to be need I may; j F * 
In the mean time it will, perhaps, be enough if I acquaint , | | 
you with. 28 much a as 1 _ acquainted bew. Jn. this i, 
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. 22 | 
book of yours you ſpeak ſome things at a Polititian only, 
others as a Polititian and a Divine too. Now to repeat a 
few, and yet as many I chink as are needful of each kind; 
1 ſhall begin with the former. 

The Riſe, Progreſs, and Period of the Common- 


wealth of Lacedewon is obſervable in Authors by theſe 


ſteps, 

1. The Inſufficiency of the Monarchy. ; 

2. The Form of the Commonwealth. 

3. An Infirmity in the Form, and a cure of it. 

4. The Corruption aud Diſſolution of the whole. 
All which happened within the compaſſe of eight hun- 
dred years. - 

To the firſt you ſay, That the Spartan Kings were 
as abſolute Monarchs as any in thoſe times, till Eurytion, 
or Eurypon, 89 procure the favonr and goed will of the Raſ- 
call rabbls ( lo you commonly call the people) purchaſed 
nothing but the loſſe of Royalty, befide an empty name ante 
his Family, thense called the Eurypontide; "4 

It is true that P/atarch in the Life of Lycargas ſayes, 
That Eur) pon was the firſt; who to obtain favour with the 
people, let looſe the reins of Government, and 
this he ſaith there without ſhewing any neceſſity that lay 
upon the King ſs to do; nevertheleſs that ſuch neceſſity 
there was is apparent in Agi, where he affirmeth, That 
a King of Lacedemon could never come to be equal unto 
any other King, but only by introducing Equality among 
the people; foraſmuch as a ſervant or Lieutenant of Se- 


lieucus, or Prolomy was worth more thenever were all the 
' Kings of Sparta put together. Which latter ſpeech if a 


man conſider the narrowneſs of the Laconick Territory, 
being but a part of Peloponntſus, muſt needs evince the 
former action to have been not ſo voluntary in Eurypon , 
as in prudence unavoidable. But Earypon having by this 
means rather confeſſed che infirmity of the Monarchy, 


* then introduced any cue ef the Government, it remain- 


ed. 


| [3] | 
edthat the people not yet brought under fit Orders muſt 
needs remain in diſorderrs as they did till the inſtitution of 
the Commonwealth. | 

The Monarchy that is or can be abſolute, muſt be 
founded upon an Army planted by Military Colonys 
upon the overballance of Land being in dominion of the 
Prince; and in this caſe there can neither be a Nobility , 
nor a People to gratifie, at leaſt without ſhaking the 
foundation, or diſobliging the Army, Wherefore the 
Spartan Kings having a Nobility or People to gratifie, 
were not abſolute. It is true, you call the Kings of 
France abſolute, ſo do others, but it is known that in 

the whole world there is not a Nobility nor a People ſo 
frequently flying out or taking Armes againſt their Prin- 
ces as the Nobility and People of France. 

The Monarch that is founded upon a Nobility , or a 
Nobility and the people (as by the riſe and progreſſe of 
the Norman line in our ſtory is apparentiy neceſſary ) 
muſt gratifie the Nobility or the Nobility and the people 
with ſuch Laws and liberties as are fit for them, or the 
government (as we have known by Experience, is found 
in France, and no doubt was ſeen by Eurypon) becom- 
eth Tyrannical, be the Prince otherwiſe never ſo good a 
Man. i 
Thus Carilaus in whoſe Reigne the Commonwealth 
was inſtituted by Lycurgus, is pry affirmed to have 
been a good man, and yet ſaid by Ariſtotle to have been 
a Tyrant; it remaineth therefore with you to ſhewhow a 
good man can otherwiſe be a Tyrant then by holding Mo- 
narchical government without a ſufficient balance, or if 
you pleaſe, bow he that ſhall undertake the like, (be he ne- 
ver ſo good or well deſerving a man) can be any other; 
Or confeſſe that not the favour of Princes (by which if 
they be well balanced they loſe nothing) nor the uſurpa- 
tion of the people (by which without a popular balance 
they get nothing) but — of the Monarchy 
dS +, 2 cau- 


* 


P. 41. 
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„ 
cauſed the Common wealth of Lacedemon And what 
leſs is ſaid b Platarch, or thus rendred by your ſelf; 
Not the people only ſent e to Ly curgus for his coun- 
ſel , but the Kings were as deſirous he ſhould riturn from 
bis travels, in hope that his preſence. would bridle and re- 
ſtrain the people; but Lycurgus applyed not himſelf unto 
eit her, being reſolu'd to frame both into one Common- 
Wealth. | 
To the form of this Common Wealth, you ſay, That 
whatever the Kings loft, the people got little by this altera» - 
tion, being left out of all imployment in affairs of ſtate, 
and forced to yeild obedience unto Thirty Maſters, whereas 
before they had but two, 
A' ſtrange affirmation ſeeing the Oracle conteyning 
the model of Lacedemon is thus recorded by your Au- 
thor, when thou baſt divided the people inte Tribes and 
linages , thou ſalt eftabliſh the Senate, conſiſting with the 
two Kings of thirty Senators, and aſſemble the prople as 
there all be occaſion , where the Senate ſhall propoſe and 
diſmiſs the prople without ſuffering them to debate. Now 
who ſeeth not that the people having no right to debate, 
muſt therefore have had the right to reſolve, or elſe 
were to be aſſembled for nothing? but the Ultimate re- 
ſale is the ſoveraiga power in every government. It is 
true the Greek of the Oracle is obſolete, and abſtruſe, 
but then it is not only interpreted by Plutarch in the 
ſenſe J have given, but by the Verſes of the Poet Tyr- 
teus, which the Kings themſelves, though they wou'd - 
have made other uſe of, acknowledged unto the people 
to be Authentick . | 


T hey having of Apollo ſought, 

This Oracle from Delphos brought, . 
Unto the Spartan Kings, among 
The Senators, it doth belong ö 
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To moderate in Royal Chairs, © or 
And give their Votes in all Aﬀairs ; - 
Ad When they have propoſed theſe, 
Te People choſe what erethey pleaſe. | 


Of many other Teſtimonies, I ſhall dd no more 


then one ont of the 1ſecrates; I am not ignorant (ſaith 
he, to the Areopagites) that ebe Lacedemonians flewrifh 
for this cauſe eſpecially, that their - government in papu- 
lar. ; | 

To the infirmity of this form, and the cure of it you 
ſay; That the Rayalty aud power of the Kings being 
thus impairid, the people abſolutely diſcharged from bav- 


. 
, 


"= 
P. 45. 


ing any hand at all in public government, and the Auto- 


rity of the Senate growing every day more inſolent and pre- 
dominant by reaſon that (albeit the Senators were elected 


by the people) they had their places for term of life , the © 


Kings reſolved upon a courſe of putting the people into ſuch 


4- condition as might inable them to curb and controle the” 


Senators, to which end they ordained the Ephori, Magi- 


ſtrates to be annually chofen out of the body of the peo- 


ple 


Kings againſt the Senate, which by your Author is plain 


In which firſt you make that to be a practiſe of the 


vw 


to bave been a combination of the Kings, and the Se- 


nate againſt che people; for the people upon the inſo- 


lency and predominancy of the Kings, and the Senate, 


fell, as is in that caſe, the inevitable nature of them, 


upon counſel how to defend themſelves, and ſo aſſumed 
the power of debate. Hereupon the Kings Theopompns © 
and Polidore would have added unto the tenor of the 
Oracle, that if the people went about by debate to 


change the propoſitions of the Senate, it ſhould be laws 


ful for the Kings and the Senate to null the reſult of the 


people; which praRiſe if it had paſt, muſt have made the 


Kings.s 
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5 
Kings and the Senate altogether uncontrollable, where- 
fore the people incenſed at it, put a bitt into the month 
of the Senate, by the inſtitution of the Ephori: This is 
the clear ſenſe of Plut arch which he raketh out of Pla- 
to, who affirmeth the Ephorate to bave been ſet up a- 
gainſt the hereditary power of the Kings; with whom 
agree both Ariſtotle and Cicero; the former affirming 
this Magiſtracy to contain the whole Common Wealth, 
inaſmuch as the people having obtained it, were quiet; 
and the later that the Ephori in Zacedemon were ſo op- 
poſed to the Kings, as the Tribunes in Rome to the Con- 
ſuls. Nowif other Authors attribute the inſtitution of 
the Ephori unto the Kings, and there be a tory affirm- 
ed as well by Plutarch as others, that Theopempns hav · 
ing thus created the Ephori, and being told by his 
Queen he bad done that which would leave narrower 
power to his children, anſwer'd well, that it would leave 
that which would be narrower, but lqnger: This is nei- 
ther any Riddle nor kind of contradiction to the for- 
mer ſenſe: Seeing, when we ſay that Henry the Third 
inſtituted the Parliament to be aſſiſtant to him in his go- 
vernment, we no more doubt of that, then how it is to 
be underſtood. Nor if his Queen had ſaid as ſhee of 
Lacede mon, and our King had made the like anſwer, 
would that bave alter'd any thing, or proved the wo- 
man to have been, ou you will have it) the better Pro- 
phet, ſeeing either Government lafted longer for either 
reformation,nor came to alter, but through the altera- 
tionof the ballance, which was notlring to the womans 
prophecy. e 
The ruine of this Ballance, and corruption of the 
Common wealth, you wholly omit to the end, that 
picking up your objections againſt the Government in 
vigour, out of the rubbiſh and diſſolution of it, you 
may caſt duſt in mens eyes, or perſwade them 244r the 
Ephori truſting to the power and intereft , they had in the 
Com- 


| [7] 
Communalty,came to uſurp upon the Kings, and to be Y- 
rants at they are called by Plato and Ariſtotle , fo you af- 
firm. | 

But the truth is thus recorded by Plutarch in the life of 
Agit. So ſoon as the Lacedewmoans having ruin'd 
Atbens, became full of gold and filver, the Common 
wealth began to break; Nevertheleſs, the lots or divi- 
fion of lands made by Lycurgus yet remaining, the E- 
quality of the foundation held good, till Epitadeus an 
ill-natur'd-fellow became Ephore, and having a mind to 
diſ-inherit his ſon, got a Law to paſs whereby any man 
might diſpoſe of his lot as he pleaſed : This by him pur- 
ſued of meer malice to his ſon, was hurri d on by the 3- 
yarice of others, whoſe riches came thus to eate the 
people ſo cleerly out of their lands, that in a ſhore time 
there remained net above an hundred Freeho'ders in all 
Sparta. This he ſhewsto have been the riſe of the O- 
ligarchy: The Oligarchy thus balanced totally exclu- 
ded the people, and murther'd Agit, the firſt King that 
was ever put to death by the Ephori; and to theſe times 
(about which Plato and Ariſtotle lived) relateth that 
Tyranny, which they who (as was ſhewn) commended 
the Epborate in the Common wealth, now laid unto it 
in Oligarch. Thus have you fetcht arguments againſt i 
a Common wealth, that are nothing to if, Again, 
whereas Agis and Cleomenes, by the reſtitution of the 
lots of Lycurgus were aſſertors of popular power, 
you inſiauate them to have been aſſertors of Menarchy; 
ſuch is your play with humane Authors, or asa poli- 
titian. Now let us ſee, whether you have dealt any thing 
better with Scripture, or been more careful as a Divine. 
In order to this Diſcovery, I ſhall repeate that peice of 
Calvin, which you call he ſtumbiug block of diſebedi-- 
ence. Calvin having preached obedience to your good 
approbation comes at lenpth to this expreſſion, Vu 
fill 1 muſt bi under ſtoad of private perſons), for if there be 


0 Calv. Inſt. 


182 


lib. now any popular officers ordained to moderate ibe licentionſ- 


c. 10 5. 3 1. eſs of Kings (ſuch as were the Ephori, (et up ef old as 


F. 290. 


. Fainſt the Kings of Sparta, the Tribunes of the people a- 
£5 the —.— . and the Demarches le the 
Athenian Senate, of which power perhaps as the world now 
goer, the three eſtates are ſeized in each ſeveral Kingdom 
"When ſolemnly aſſembled) ſo far am 1 from hindring then 
to put reſtraints upon the exorbitant power of Kings, as 


their office binds them, that I conceive them rather to be 


guilty of perfidzons diſſimulation,if they connive at Kings 


"when they play the Tyrants, or wantonly inſult on the 
people; in that ſo doing they betray the liberty of the ſub- 
qett, of which they know themſelves to be made Guardians 
by Gods own ordinance. | 

© What Calvin ſayes of the Athenian Demarches, they 
having been Magiſtrates of another nature, is a miſtake, 


but ſuch an one, as deſtroyes no other part of his al- 


ſertion, the reſt of the Parentheſis, or that which he ſaith 
of the Ephori, and the Tribunes being confirmed as hath 
been already ſhewn by Plato and Ariſtotle, by ¶ icero 
and Plutarch. Wherefore of the Ephori and the Tri- 
bunes enough; now why the eftates in a Gothick Mo- 
del ſhould be of leſs power, no polititian in the world 
ſhall ever ſhew a teaſon; the eſtates are ſuch by virtue 
of their eftates, that is of their over-ballance in domi- 
nion, you are then either ſpeculatively to ſhew how the 
over. ballance of dominion ſhould not amount unto Em- 
pire, or practically that the over-ballance of dominion 
hath not amounted unto Empire, and that in a quiet 
Government, or it can be no otherwiſe in a quiet Go- 
vernment, then that the over-ballance of dominion 
-mpſt amount unto Empire. This principle being now 
ſutficiently known, is the cauſe it may be why you chu'e 
in this place to ſpeak rather like a Divine, as you ſappoſe, 
then a Polititian. For you World fain learn, you fay, of 


Calvin, in what part of the Word of God we ſhall find - any 
| ſack 


j 


| 590 | 
ſuch Anthority gi ven to ſuch popular Magiſtrates , as hi 
tele us f. 

To which by the way I anſwer, That God founded 
the Iſraelitiſn Government upon a popular balance, 
that we find the people of Iſrael judging the tribe of 
Benjamin, and by the Oracle of God, levying War a- 
gainſt them, which are acts of Soveraign po ver, there- 
fore a popular ballance, even by the ordinarce of God 
himſelf expreſſed in Scripture , amounted unto Em- 
pire. | | x Wh 
But you, when you have gsked in what part of the 


Word of God we ſhall find any ſuch Authority given to popu- F. 90. 


lar Magi ſtrates; anſwer, Not in the Old Teſtament you are 
ſure, For when Moſes firſt ordained the Seventy Elders, 
it Was not to diminiſh any part of that power which Was in- 
veſted in him, but toeaſe himſelf of ſome part of the burthen 
lying upon bim, as you will have to appear plainly by the 
18h of Exodus, where Moſes upon the advice of Jethro 
choſe able men out of all Iſrael, and made them Ralers of 
Thonſands , Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of Fifties, and 
Rulers of Tens, Now I am ſure that about this titne the 


number of the men of Iſrael was above ſix hundred thou- Num. 1.46. 


fand, and ſo any man may be ſure that the elders thus 
choſen(ſhould we count but the Rulers of the thouſands 
only) muſt have come at the leaſt to fix'bundred,where- 
fore, you cannot be ſure that this makes any thing to the 
election of the ſeventy elders. | 

Well, but out of theſe (ſay you) God afterwards in the 
Eleventh of Numbers, willed Moſes to chuſe the ſeventy 
Elaers. 

You may do me a greater favour then you can ſudden- 
ly imagine, to tell me really for what cauſe, or upon 
what authority your ſpeech' is ſo poſitive, that God wil- 
led Moſes to chooſe the ſeventy Elders out of thoſe that 


were choſen in the Eighteenth of Exodus; For whereas 


Moſes is willed to chooſe them out of ſuch as he knew to 
=” 'B be 


Fudg. 20. 


— ore 


10 J | 
beelders, ſuch there were in honour among tlie people,. 
though not in power before the election of thoſe ad- 
viſed by 7ethro, as appears. Ex. 3; 16. & 4. 29. But 
bad this been as you would have it, what is the neceſſity; 
that becauſe there lay an appeal unto Meſes from thoſe 
in Exodus (that is from the fetbronian Elders, or Courts 
which ſat afterwards in the gates of the Temple, and 
of every City,); therefore there muſt needs lye an ap- 


. peale from the ſeventy Elders , or the Sanbedrim unto 


Moſes , eſpecially while the whole ſtream of Fewiſh 
writers or Talmadiſts, (who ſhould have had ſome 
knowledg in their own Common-Wealth) unanimouſly 
affirms that there was no ſuch thing? Whereupon to 


Gretius ad Ex. the election of the former Elders, faith Grotius, in the 


i8,21, 


Num. 11. 


Deut. 17.8. 


place of theſe came the Judges in the gates, and in the 
place of Moſes the Sanhedrim. Nor need we go farthec 
than the Scriptuce , for the certainty of this aſſertion , 
where the ſeventy are choſen not to ſtand under Moſes , 
but with him, not todiminiſh his burthen, or bear it 
under him, with an appeal in difficult ca ſes to him, as 
is expreſſed in the election of the Pet hroinan Elders, but 
to bear the burden with him, and without any mention 
of ſuch appeal. Maſes before the election of the fe- 
thronian Judges had the whole burthen of Judicature lying 
upon him, after their election, the buiden of the ap- 
peals only, wherefore if the ſeventy Elders were indeed 
ioſtitured to bear the burthen with ſes, there thence- 
forth lay no appeal unto Maſes, which is yet clearer in 
this precept , F there ariſe a matter of controverſit within 
thy gates, (which plainlyis addreſt to the 7erbronian 
Courts) zoo hard for thee in judgment, then ſbult thow.come 
unto the Prieſt and the Levite (by which in the ſenſe of 
all Authors ewiſß and Chriſtian is underſtood the Sau- 
hedrim) , or tothe pudg that ſhall be in thoſe daes (the 
Suffes or Dictator) and they ſhall ſhew thee the ſentence of 


Judgment; . whence by the clear ſenſe of Scripture, . 


all. 


La. 
all matter of appeal in Iſrael , lay unto the Saybedrim. 
Vour next Argument, that there muſt be nothing in all 
this but eafing the ſupreme Magiſtrate of ſome part of the 


burt len, which was before too heavy for him, without any p,1ga, 


\ diminurion, in the leaſt reſpect of his power; ts, that when 
God had taken of the Spirit which Was upon Moſes , and 
put it upon the ſeventy Elders, the Spirit yet reſted upon 
Moſes in 4s full a meaſure as it did at firſt : I grant in a 
fuller , ſor I believe his wiſdom was the greater for this 
diminution of his power, it being through the nature 
of the ballance, apparently impoſſible that he could 
be any more then a Prince in a Common-wealth ; but 
your argument can be of no force at all, unleſs you 
will have him to have been leſs wiſe, for not aſſuming 
ſoveraign power, where without confuſion, it was alto- 
gether impoſſible he ſhould have held it: A Pince in a 
Common- wealth ſubſiſteth by making himſelf, or be- 
ing made of uſe unto the free courſe of popular orders, 
but a ſoveraign Lord can have no other ſubſiſtance or ſe- 
curity , then by cutting off or tearing up all roots, that 
do naturally ſhoot or ſpring up iato ſuch branches. To 
conclude, if the Congregation of the people, in law to 
be made, had ſuch power as was fhewn, and in law, ſo 
made, the ultimate appeal lay unt o the Sanbedrim; why, 
are not here two eſtates in this Common - wealth, each 
by Gods own ordinance, and both plain in Scripture? 
well, but when they came (you will ſay) to make unte 
themſelves Kings , what ever power they bad formerly, 
was now loft, This at beſt were but to diſpute from the 
folly of a people againſt an ordinance of God, for what 
leſs is teſtified by himſelf in thoſe words to Samuel, 
They have not rejected thee , but they have rejected me 
that 1 fhonld not raign over them. The Government of 
the Senate and the people, is that only which is or can 
be the government of lawes and not of men, and the 
government of lawes and not of men, is the govero- 
| _—; ment 


Hoſ.s. 4. 


A/. 13. 


— 


120 


Arift pol. 3. e. ment of God and not of men: He that is for the go- 


12. vernment of lawes , it for the government of 


Gud, and he that it for the government of 4 man, 


is for the government of a beaſt. Kings, no queſtion, 
where the ballance is monarchical, are of divine right, 
and if they be good the greateſt bleſlings that the go- 
vernment ſo ſtanding can be capable of; but the ballance 
being popular, as in Iſrael, in the Grecian, in the $ic;-. 
lian Tytaanies, they are the direſt curſe that can befal 
a nation. Nor are divines, who will alwayes have 
chem to be of divine right, to be hearkenedto, ſeeing 
they affirm that which is clean contrary to Scripture, for 
in this caſe ſaith Hoſes, They have ſet up Kings and not 
by me , they have made Princes and I Hue it not. Pha- 
raoh may impoſe the making of brick without the al- 
lowance of ſtraw, but God never required of any man 
or of any government, that they ſhould live otherwiſe , 
then according to their eſtates. It is true if a mans 
want make him a ſervant; there are rules in Scripture 
that injoyn him the duty of a ſervant; But ſhew me 
the rule in Scripture that obligeth a man who can live 
of himſelf unto the duty of a ſervant. Hath God leſs. 
regard unto a nation then to a man? Yet the peo; 
ple of Ifrael, continuing upon a popular Aprarian , 
though God forwarned them, that by this means they 
would make themſelve; ſe:yants, would needs have a 
King; whence ſaith the ſame Proph:t. O Iſrael, t hon 
haſt deſtroyed rap ſelf „ but in me 15 thin: kelp, Iwill be 
thy King (which foretels the reſtitution of the Com- 
mon- wealth, for) where is any ether that may ſave thee in 
all thy cities ? and thy pudges of whom thou ſaidſt give me 4 
King and Princes. I/ gave thee a ing in mine anger (that is 
in Saul) and I tosb him away in my wrath (that is in the 
captivity, ſo at leaſt ſaith Rabbi Sechai, with whom agree 
Nachmoni, Gerſchome, and others. Kimchi, it is true, and 
M. iimonides are of op n on, that the people making 
a King, diſpleaſed God not in the matter, but in the 


form 


L130 
forh only, as if the root of a tree, the ballance of a 
government, were form only and not matter: nor do 

our divines yet, who are divided into like partys, ſee 
more then the Rabbys. Both the Royalifts and the 
Common-wealchſmen of each ſort, that is whether 
divines ot Talmudiſts appeal unto the letter of the law, 
which the Royalifts(as the Tranſlators of our Bible)ren- 
der thus; Mien thou ſhalt ſay (the Common- wealthſ- 
men, as Diadati thus, If thou come to ſay) 1 will ſet 4 
King over me, like all the nations that are about me, thou 
ſpalt in any wiſe ſet him King over thee, whom the Lord 
thy Ged ſhall chooſe, The one party will have the law 
to be poſitive, the other contingent, and with a mark 
of deteſtation upon it, for ſo where God ſpeakech of 
his peoples doing any thing like the nations that were 4. 
bent them it is every where elſe underſtood. But let 
theſe (which are no nicities) be as you will; who ſeeth 

not that to argue from this place, for the neceſſity of the 

King, is as if one from that foregoing ſhould argue for Verſe 9. 
the neceſſity of the Jadges. The words are theſe, Thou 

ſhalt come unto the Prieſt and to the Luvitè (which, as 

was ſaid, is to the Sanbedrim) and (that is or) to the [ng 
that ſhall be in thoſe dayes. Yet that the Judg not by 2 

ny neceſſity implyed in theſe words, but through the 

meer folly of the people came to be ſet up in Iſrael, is 

plain by eſephus, where he ſnews that the Iſraelites lay- py 5. c. a, 
ing by their Armes. And betaking themſelves unto their 4 

pleaſures, while they did uot asGod had commanded, root 

out the Canaanites from among them, but ſuffered them 

to dwell with them, ſuffered alſo the form of their Com- 

mon- wealth to be corrupted, and the Senate to be bro- 

ken; the Senators nor other folemn Magiſtrates being 

elected as formerly, which bo: h in word and fact is con- 

f:med alſo by the Scripture, In words, as where it is thus 
written. When Joſua had let the people go (that is, had 

diſmiſſed the Army, & planted them upon their * 
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| ballance) the children of Iſrael went every man unto his 


inheritance to poſſeſs the land, and the people ſerved the 
Lord all the dayes of Joſua, and all the dayes of rhe Elders 
that out-lived Joſua (that is, while the Sanbedrim con- 
tinued after him, but when the Elders hereof came to 


dye, and the people elected them no ſucceſſors) chey did 
evil in the fight of the Lord (and having broken their 
civil orders, forſook alſo their religion, the government 


whereof depended upon the Sanhedrim) and ſerved Ba- 
alim, And for the matter of fact included in theſe 


words, it farther appears, where Judah ſaid unto Sime- 


on his brother come up with me into my Lot, that we 
may fight againſt the Cananites, and I likewiſe will go 
with thee into thy lot; ſo Simeon Went with him. By 
which the tribes leaguing at their pleaſure one with ano- 
ther, it is plain, that the Saxbedrim their common Liga- 
ment was broken: Now except a man ſhall ſay that this 
negle& of Gods ordinance was according unto the law 


Pacivious apud of God. there is no diſputing from that law to the neceffi- 
Livium, lib.z3 ty of the judg,which happened through no other then this 


exigence(quippe aut rex, quod abomi nandum, aut quod unum 
liberæ crvitatis conſilium eſt, ſenatus habendus eft)wherefore 
the judg of Iſrael was not neceſſitated by the will of God, 
but foreſeen only by his Providence, not fimpoſed by the 
law, but provided by ittas an expedient in caſe of neceſlin 
ty,and if no more can be pleaded from the law, for the 


jadg againſt whom God never declared much leſs is there 


to be pleaded from the ſame for the King, againſt whom 
he declared ſo often. There is nothing more clear nor 
certain in Scripture, then that the Commonwealth of Iſra- 
el was inſtituted by God, the judges and the Kings no o- 
therwiſe then through the imprudence and importunity of 
t he people. But you who have no better name for the peo- 
ple in a common- wealth, then the raſcal rabble will 
have Kings at a venture to be of divine right, and ts 


be abſolute , whereas in truth if divine right be derived 


unto 


[15] 
antd Kings from theſe of the Hebrews only, it is moſt 
apparent that no abſolute King can be of divine right: 
for theſe Kings if they were ſuch by the law alledged, 
then by the ſame law they could neicher multiply horſes 
nor wives, nor ſilver, nor gold, without which no King 
can be abſolute; but were to keep all the wor dt of this 
law and theſe ſtatutes, and ſo by conſequence were 
regulated Monarchs; Nay , could of right ena& no 
law, but as thoſe by David for the reduction of the 
Ark, for the regulation of the Prieſts, for the election 2 
of Solomon, which were made by the ſuffrage of the peo- 1 Py | 
ple, no otherwiſe then thoſe under the Kings of Rome, bo 
and ours under the late Anarchy. What then is at- 
tribnted by Calvin unto popular Migiſtrates, that is 
not confirmed by Scripture and reaſon ? yet nothing 
will ſerve your turn but to know what power there was 
in the Sanbedrim, to control their Kings: to which 1 
anfwer, that both Skickardus and Grotius with the full £ 
conſent of the Talmadiſts have aſſured you, that in caſe n 
the King came te violate rhiſe lames and ftatutes it | 
was in the powor of the Sanhedrim, to bring him unto cor- 
poral puniſhment. Moreover it is ſhewn by the later our 
of Jeſephus, that Hircanns,when he could not deliver He. 9, jure B. p. 
rod from the Sanhedrim by power, did it by art: Nor is Lib. 1. Cb 
our evaſion ſo good as that of Hircanus, while you hav- 
ing nothing to ſay to the contrary; but that Herod when 
he was queſtioned, was no King, ſhufle over the buſineſs 
without taking any notice as to the point in controverſy, 
that Hireanus who could not fave Herod from the queſti- 
on was King. | 
The manner of the reſtitution of the Sanbedrim made chr. 
by Pehoſbaphat plainly ſhews, that even under the Monar- N 
chy the power of the Sanbedrim was coordinate with that 
of the King, at leaſt, ſuch is the Judgment of the Jewiſh - 
writers, for ſaith Grotius, the King (as is rightly noted 44 M1 FS, 8 
by the Ta/mudiſts , ) was not to jndg in ſome caſes, and 
to 
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to this the words of Zed ſeem to relate, where 


be hold he is ix 1047 hapas „Jar the King £5 not he h. t can 
do any thing u il hout yen. Nor (except Dar ia) had ever 
any King fe ſſion or vote in this councel: to which ſoon 
after he adds, that this court continued till Herod the 
great, hoſe inſolercie, when exalting it ſelf more and 
more againſt the law, the Senators had not in time as 
they ought, ſupprefled by their power; God puviſh- 
ed. them in ſuch manner for. the negle&X of theit duty, 
that they came all to be put to death by Hered, except 
Sameat only, whole foreſight and frequent warning of 
this or the like calamity they had as frequently conte m- 
ned. In which woids Crotiat following tbeunanim ons 


confetit of the. Taſmuldiſt (if they neu anything of their 


own orders) expreſly attributes the ſame power unto the 
Sanbedrim, and chargeth them with the ſame daty in 


Iſrael, that is attributed unto the three eſtates in a Go- 


thick Model, and charged upon theſe by Calvin. 

Thus that there never lay any appeal from the Sanhe- 
drim, unto Meſes nor (except when the Jews were in cap- 
tivity, or under provincial government) to any other 
Magiſtrare,as alſo that they had powet upon their Kings, 


- beiog that your felſ ſay, It le abieltioa Paramount, and 


bi. ¶ net anſwered , you con ;that the three eſtates con- 


vened in Parliament, or any alle, popular Magiſtraty 
Cilvin dreames ef, not withſtauding a i diſcontiuuanct; or 


2 * 


"mn ſege on ibeir parts, or any. preſcription: alledged by 


tKi-gs to the contrary., may reſume and exerciſe that Au- 


£9 


thurity which God hath given them when ever they ſpall find: 
a fit timefor, its this, letter ſhcwing plainly that 
vou have in no wiſe ànſwe red this objection; it re- 
mains That your Whole book (even according to your 
own acknowledgment, ) is confuted by this Let- 
ter. Ot if you be of another mind, I ſhall hope to 
hear fafther from you. ; OTE 

London, Printed for D.Pakeman, at the Rainbow in 

Fleetſtreer, 1658, 
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the Sanhearim demanding the Prophet 7eremiab,, he ſaid 
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